Lesson 3
Crossing the Jordan River
Joshua 3:1 – 4:24
· Questions

1. Where did the children of Israel camp after they left Shittim (3:1)?
2. Who and what were the children of Israel to follow as they crossed the Jordan River (3:2-6)?

3. What were the children of Israel to do before crossing the Jordan River (3:5)?

4. How would the children of Israel know that the living God was with Joshua and among them and that he would drive out Israel’s enemies (3:7-17)?

5. What were the 12 men (one from each tribe) told to do and why (4:1-7)?

6. Where were the 12 stones of the 12 men placed and where were the 12 stones of Joshua placed (4:8-11)?

7. Who crossed over the Jordan River with their brethren and why (4:12-13)?

8. How did the children of Israel react to Joshua’s leadership (4:14)?
9. What happened when the priests carrying the ark crossed over the Jordan River (4:15-18)?

10. When did the children of Israel cross the Jordan River and where did they camp on the other side (4:19)?

11. Where were the 12 stones set up and why (4:20-24)?

· Digging Deeper

1. Where is Shittim located (3:1)?

2. What was the ark of the covenant (3:3,13-14)?

3. What OT scriptures tell who was to carry the ark of the covenant and how it was to be carried (3:3,13-14)?

4. On what other occasion had the ark of the covenant led the way when Israel travelled (3:3)?

5. Where are the cities of Adam and Zarethan located (3:16)?

6. Where is the “sea of the Arabah” or “Salt Sea” located (3:16)?

7. On what other occasion had Israel crossed through water on dry land and what made the crossing of the Jordan an especially great miracle (3:15-17)?

8. Where else in the OT were stones used as monuments or memorials (4:3,5)?

9. What is the date of the crossing of the Jordan and what is the name of the Hebrew month (4:19; compare with Deut. 1:3; 34:8)?
10. Where is Gilgal located (4:19-20)?

11. How was the memorial of 12 stones similar to the memorial of the Passover (4:21-24;        Ex. 12:14; 25-27; 13:3-10)?

· Applications for Today

1. God reveals his will ahead of time in a clear and understandable way (3:3-4; Eph. 5:17;     Heb. 1:1-2).

2. It is important to let God lead us as we travel through life (3:3-6; Rev. 7:17).

3. God’s people march forward in faith and obedience (3:3-4; Heb. 12:1-2)

4. It is important to be “sanctified” (set apart) before we travel through life (3:5; 1 Cor. 6:11;      2 Tim. 2:21).
5. It is important to “fear” (respect) God’s leaders because God himself honors them (3:7; 4:14;  1 Thess. 5:12-13; Heb. 13:7,17,24).

6. The miracles of God demonstrate that he is a “living God” and that man can place his trust in God (3:7,10; 4:14; Ex. 14:31; Jn. 20:30-31).

7. God is “the Lord of all the earth” (3:11,13; Acts 10:36; Rom. 10:12).

8. Parents are teachers of their children (4:6,21; Eph. 6:1-4).

9. It is important for Christians to remember with a memorial (the Lord’s Supper) the deliverance and the salvation the Lord has provided for his children (4:1-7,20-24; 1 Cor. 11:23-26).
